
 

In 1902 the remains of around 500 Chinese 

men and 1 Chinese woman were lost when 

the SS Ventnor sank off the Hokianga coast.   

In 2017, more than 100 years later, we are 

honouring those lost with a memorial that 

pays tribute to them, our community’s history 

and the kind people of the Hokianga (Māori 

and Pākehā), who gathered the remains of 

our ancestors with care and buried them 

with respect.   

Join us for this most important Chinese New Zealand 

history event. On 7 April 2018 (Ching Ming), we are 

unveiling the NZCA SS Ventnor memorial - a one-off 

occasion. At the same time the Far North District Council 

will be launching its "Wandering with Ancestors" tourism 

trail. 

 

To mark the event NZCA Auckland is planning a three-

day tour from 7-9 April 2018. The trip includes: 

 the public unveiling of the memorial in Rawene 

 a powhiri and pilgrimage to the Red Gate in Mitimiti 

 a pilgrimage to Kawerua where Chinese bones are 

buried. This is very special as Te Roroa buried our 

Chinese bones in the same area as their own 

ancestral burial grounds. A visit to this sacred site 

cannot be done without iwi guidance and permission. 

 

The tour will cover six sites   -   Rawene Cemetery,  

Mitimiti urupā,  Signal Station Road,  Old Wharf Road,  

Hokianga Historical Museum, Te Roroa’s Ventnor grove 

in the Waipoua forest and the Kawerua site. 

We have booked a 48-seater bus and pre-booked 

accommodation at the Opononi Lighthouse Motel and 

Opononi Hotel. Excluding accommodation we estimate 

the cost will be about $250 per person. We will let you 

know when costings have been finalised. 

Register your interest and book a seat on the bus or accommodation.   

Email Connie Kum  cojay@xtra.co.nz or Virginia Chong   virginia.chong29@gmail.com 

Brief itinerary 

Saturday  -  7 April: Leave from Countdown, 

Greenlane  (Great South Road), at 7am sharp 

for Rawene Cemetery via Whangarei. 

Unveiling of the SS Ventnor Memorial in the 

afternoon followed by a meal in Rawene. 

Accommodation in Oponini and Omapere. 

Sunday -  8
 
April:  8.30am ferry to Mitimiti for a 

powhiri at Matihetihe  Marae and a visit to the 

Urupā and the Red Gateway.  Nearby is the 

grave of artist Ralph Hotere and his Chinese 

brother-in-law. Go to the beach for the baai jai 

(拜祭) ceremony where the ancestors’ bones 

were washed ashore. Catch the 3pm ferry 

back to visit the Hokianga Museum, Signal 

Station Road, and Old Wharf Road. Back to 

accommodation for BBQ dinner. 

Monday  -  9
 
April:  Check out at 9am and 

travel to Te Roroa for a 9.30am  Powhiri. Then 

a trip to Kawerua and a walk to where the 

remains were buried. This has been specially 

arranged with Te Roroa. The site is not public. 

Do a baai jai (拜祭) and return to Forest Café’ 

for lunch, and then to Auckland via Dargaville. 

Unveiling of NZCA’s SS Ventnor memorial 

NZCA  Auckland Ventnor Tour Ching Ming  7th – 9th April 2018 
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The Ventnor history has developed into one of our 

community’s most high profile and significant cultural 

stories.  

As well as media attention, the story has been the 

subject of a play, a documentary screened on 

national television, and an opera performed at the 

Auckland Arts Festival. 

NZCA’s memorial reflects the cultural significance of 

this history, both to our community and to the people 

of the Hokianga.  We believe it will be a significant 

cultural site in the area, enabling: 

 future generations to affirm their Chinese New 

Zealand identity by learning about their history 

and paying respects to ancestors 

 tangata whenua and other New Zealanders to 

pay their respects and celebrate our shared 

values and common history 

 ongoing public education about Chinese and 

New Zealand history and race relations 

 economic benefits for Hokianga, through 

Northland Inc's “Wandering with Ancestors” 

tourism trail. 

About the sculpture / memorial 

Our memorial has been designed by Auckland and 

New York-based TT Architects whose founders, 

Richard Tam and Robert Tse, are both poll-tax 

descendants. They have offered their work as a 

donation to the community.  

Located in Rawene cemetery, the memorial consists 

of a series of concrete steps and steel panels. 

Visitors will be able to walk the steps leading up to 

the memorial panels.  As they walk they will see 

wording that outlines the process of moving from 

grief to memory to honouring (see the picture above).   

Local support  

We are pleased to report that plans for the memorial 

have been well supported in the local community, 

with many responding warmly to the cultural values 

behind the project. 

We have also been fortunate to gain the support of 

the Far North District Council. The council has 

recognised the potential tourism benefits of this story, 

and is developing a cultural heritage trail called 

“Wandering with Ancestors”.  The trail will be 

launched at the same time as the unveiling of the 

memorial in April.   

The SS Ventnor story – a living history  

The story 

The SS Ventnor was chartered by the charitable 

association Cheong Sing Tong, a Chinese New 

Zealand community group set up to send the remains 

of those who had died in New Zealand back to China 

for reburial in their home villages (mostly  in the Poon 

Yu county of Guangdong). 

The sinking took the lives of 13 crew and passengers, 

and the remains of around 500 Chinese were thought 

to have been lost in wreck. Although most of those 

whose remains were on board came from Poon Yu, a 

small number came from the nearby county of Jung 

Seng. 

Unbeknown to the Chinese community of the time, 

many remains had washed ashore in the months 

following the wreck. These had been carefully 

collected by local Māori and Pākehā, and buried in 

anticipation of the Chinese one day returning. The 

local iwi, Te Roroa and Te Rarawa in particular were 

careful to keep the history alive, passing it on to 

successive generations. 

In 2007, more than 100 years after the 1902 sinking, a 

chance meeting connected the Chinese descendant 

community with Te Roroa. That meeting has led 

directly to this memorial.  

You can find more information on https://

ssventnor.wordpress.com/history/ or google SS 

Ventnor history). 

Every whanau needs to know where their loved 

ones are.  This is a place where a sculptural art 

piece shows the people of Rawene who the Chinese 

are.  That is most important.  

                  Steve Morunga, Kaumatua, Rawene 
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